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 The Institute was founded by His Holiness Patriarch Athenagoras.

 The Council of the Ecumenical Patriarchate confirmed the foundation of 
the Institute in 06/04/1965.

 Originally it was given the name “Patriarchal Academy for Patristic 
Studies”.

 The Institute was officially opened in January 1968.

 The Institute became a member of research institutes in 2018 (Law 
4310/2014 and Law 4386/2016).

Opening and foundation of the Institute
Where and When the Institute was founded
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The collection of the Archive of PIPS
Some facts about microfilms

Source: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DI4-2j_Kr1E

 The Archive of PIPS consists of > 9000 microfilms and > 3500 slides.

 The images represent the content of codices of 19 monasteries and 2 
sketes of Holy Mount Athos.

 The procedure took place between 1970 and 1990.

 It has been used the film of 35mm in negative form, black/white for 
the archival master and the copies, heavily used on acetate base.

 The slides are 6X6cm in color and have been used only for the 
illustrated manuscripts.



The collection of the Archive of PIPS
Some samples of microfilms

# M. M. Lavras A86 

parch. 6th cent.

# M. M. Lavras A88

parch. 9th cent.

# M. M. Lavras B52

parch. 8th cent.

# M. Pandokratoros 39

parch. 11th cent.

# M. Iviron 665

parch. 11th cent.

# M. Xiropotamou 118

parch. 12th cent.

# M. Vatopediou 956

membrane 13th cent.

# M. Xiropotamou 125

12th cent.

# M. Dochiariou 21

12th cent.

# M. M. Lavras A91

parch. 14th cent.



The collection of the Archive of PIPS
ID of a microfilm

General number: 68      Specific  number: A-86

Reference to the catalogue: Sof. Eustratiadis

Language: Greek

Title: Gospel

Number of folios: 325/ Material: Parchment

Date of the original: 6th century

Date of the film production : 3-08-1979

Name of the monastery: Megistis Lavras



The collection of the Archive of PIPS
Some questions

databases

scholars

scientific 
challenges

research

How collaborative tools will change the results 
of scientific work?

How can we define digital humanities?

How digital humanities will influence the 
theological research?

How different machine-based techniques—word 
collocation, hierarchical clustering, and topic 
modeling analysis could be useful for scholars of 
religion?



The collection of the Archive of PIPS
The waves of the digital era

Phillips, P., Schiefelbein-Guerrero, K.,  Kurlberg, J. (2019). Defining Digital Theology: Digital Humanities, Digital Religion and the Particular Work of the CODEC Research Centre and Network
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/333319968_Defining_Digital_Theology_Digital_Humanities_Digital_Religion_and_the_Particular_Work_of_the_CODEC_Research_Centre_and_Network

Born-Digital 
Tools/Data 
Analysis/Distant-
Close Reading. 

Digital Humanities 
begins to turn to 
corpus linguistics, 
analysis of stored 
libraries and 
datasets.

Computational 
Analysis, Coding, 
and Big Data, AI.

Distant reading is 
one answer. 
Machine learning 
can already identify 
dependencies 
which cannot be 
explained by 
humans doing close 
reading. 

Data search, 
retrieval, collation 
and automation of 
analysis, processes 
that let the 
computing bear the 
load.

Wave 1 Wave 2 Wave 3

a switch from 
computing in the 
humanities to the 
wholesale importing 
of offline texts into 
digital formats. 

Pre-Wave
Digitization 
Infrastructure



The collection of the Archive of PIPS
Digital preservation challenge

The present The future

Van Garderen, P. (2016). Archives, technology and innovation 
https://vangarderen.net/posts/archives_technology_and_innovation.html

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HKBJkf2xbqI


The collection of the Archive of PIPS
Do Archives have future in a digital age?

recording

coding

structuring storing

processing

making 
accessible multiplying

combining

creator

user
Szekely, Ivan (2017) "Do Archives Have a Future in the Digital Age?," Journal of Contemporary Archival Studies: Vol. 4 , 
Article 1. Available at: http://elischolar.library.yale.edu/jcas/vol4/iss2/1



The collection of the Archive of PIPS
Do Archives have future in a digital age?

recording

coding

structuring

storing

processing

making 
accessible

multiplying

combining

the users can generate any new contents,             
upload existing content to remote servers 
and the cloud

Szekely, Ivan (2017) "Do Archives Have a Future in the Digital Age?," Journal of Contemporary Archival Studies: Vol. 4 , 
Article 1. Available at: http://elischolar.library.yale.edu/jcas/vol4/iss2/1

the service provider (sp) ensures the coding
οf data according to current standards 

material is stored according to a secure and 
shared redundant structure defined by sp.

the capacity of the storage space seems to 
be infinite. 

the content can be sorted and grouped 
according to a system defined by the user, 
addition of descriptive data is possible.

the uploaded content can be accessed 
anywhere, anytime.

the uploaded digital content can be 
downloaded and replicated

the use of modern data analyzing tools 
makes it easy to combine separately 
uploaded contents



The collection of the Archive of PIPS
Evaluation aspects of a digitized manuscript 

and its repository

 size of the collection
 online availability
 ability to download
 the portal
 the viewer
 indication of page numbers
 image resolution
 color balance
 lighting and 
 how the image is cut.

L.W.C. van Lit, O.P. (2020). Among Digitized Manuscripts Philology, Codicology, Paleography in a Digital World
https://brill.com/view/book/9789004400351/BP000011.xml?rskey=dJkTyY&result=3



The collection of the Archive of PIPS
The vision of contribution to RESILIENCE

Researcher Scholar

PIPS

RESILIENCE
Information Collection

Database

Members of Resilience

Researcher’s community

Planning



The collection of the Archive of PIPS

“Without a multi-sensual embodied experience of the material artifact, we experience 
only the transcendent, the partial; and we only ever grasp a fragmented and limiting 
understanding of the book’s intrinsic aura.”

L.W. C. van L

L.W.C. van Lit, O.P. (2020). Among Digitized Manuscripts Philology, Codicology, Paleography in a Digital World
https://brill.com/view/book/9789004400351/BP000011.xml?rskey=dJkTyY&result=3

Thank you for your attention!
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